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 The northeastern part of Anoka County was 
home to a unique industry in the 1890s because of a 
tall, tough grass, called wire grass, that grew there.  
More appropriately, the grass was sedge grass, but 
locally the common name of wire grass was used.  
This grass was too coarse and hard for animal feed, 
but the American Twine Company believed the grass 
could be harvested and used to make twine.  The 
company bought some 30,000 acres in the Columbus 
and Linwood areas to harvest grass.  Their efforts at 
making twine failed, but other companies were 
interested in the grass and several invested in Anoka 
County’s wire grass. 
 The Crex Carpet Company wanted to use the 
long grass to weave into rugs that would be 
lightweight and inexpensive.  Another advantage 
was the ability to paint or dye the rugs.  This 
enterprise was more successful than the twine and 
the company soon company employed over 300 men 
during the busy seasons.  They established four 
“camps” to house and feed the men working in the 
grass fields.  Women were also hired, especially for 
the “flopping” crews.  Flopping crews turned the cut 
grass over to dry it thoroughly. 

 Wages in the wire grass business were one 
to two dollars per day, but if a man brought his team 
of horses with him to work, he was paid twice as 
much.  The average wage for men in the U.S. in 

1910 was 26 cents an hour, or $2.06 for an eight our 
day.  Pay in the wire grass camps was about 
average—unless you brought your horses, then it 
was very good pay. 

 Wire grass was cut much in the same 
manner as grain using a horse-drawn gleaner to cut 
the grass.  Then the grass was laid in rows to dry.  
Flopping crews turned the grass over to get it dry on 
the bottom side.  Once the grass was dry, it was tied 
into bundles with twine, hauled to higher ground, 
and stacked.  Younger boys were hired to make 
“wire grass knots.”  They cut a length of twine and 
tied a loop on one end.  These were used by the 
bundle tiers to bind up individual bundles of wire 
grass.  Cutting and bundling went on until the first 
snowfall. 

These men were employees of the wire grass company.  
It is believed they were loading up to go out to the fields 
for work.  The men lived in company camps.  There were 
some tents used, but the company also put up substantial 
buildings for mess halls and bunkhouses. 

Family Photographs and Wire Grass 

Continued on page 5 

Horses were a necessity for pulling the gleaners—the 
machines that cut the grass. 

“Rubber backs” were the nickname given to those whose 
job it was to stoop over and flop the rows of cut grass to 
get it to dry completely. 
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From the Director…  
  By Todd Mahon 
 

 It never ceases to amaze me what 
donations we get for the Historical Society’s 
collections and that the vast majority of them 
come from personal collections, often held in 
a family attic or basement before they come 
to the surface and are offered to us. 
 In December, Ken DuFresne, a 
member from Columbus, brought in a series 
of family photograph albums.  There is 
certainly no shortage of Anoka County 
family photo albums out there.  But the great 
thing about these albums is the many 
photographs of his grandfather and others 
harvesting wire grass in the swamps in what 
is today the Carlos Avery Game Preserve in 
Columbus and Linwood.  The photographs 
depict scenes of flopping crews, mechanized 
harvesting equipment, and horses stuck in the 
swamps. 
 Crews ventured into the bogs with 
horses fitted with bog shoes—thick, wooden 
platforms—on their feet to prevent them 
from sinking into the mud. (Photographs 
show the bog shoes were not infallible as 
there are images of crews working to free a 
horse from the cloying marshes.) 
 Once harvested, the grass was 
bundled and loaded onto trains in Forest 
Lake and sent down to a factory in St. Paul to 
be used in rug manufacturing.  After World 
War I, international markets were opened up 
to American consumers and business of wire 
grass dried up quickly, even if the swamps 
did not.  But for a few decades, this section 
of the county experienced a unique boom and 
it was captured by Dufresne’s grandfather in 
this album. 
 It is so exciting to see something 
that tells an important part of the county’s 
history from a personal view.  Some of you 
may remember in the last issue of the 
newsletter, we featured a ballot box that 
came from Linwood Township. It was 
brought in by the Broadbent family.  Just like 
the DuFrense album, this wonderful artifact 
told more than a personal family story.  It 
told a story about the very communal and 
public process of electing a town board in 
Linwood.  The box partook in events that 
shaped the entire community, just like the 
photo album documented an industry that 
shaped the economy of Linwood and 
Columbus for many years. 
 So what else is out there?  What 
other objects and artifacts are in family attics, 
waiting to be shared?  I’m hoping you will 
look—and then share what you find. 

From the President…  
  By Al Pearson 
 

 This is my second article since 
becoming president of ACHS and I’m 
thinking of how fortunate we are to live in 
this country.  I think of all the people who 
volunteer to help others in so many areas.  I 
didn’t realize until I was older how many 
actually take their time to help the 
community as well as helping individuals. 
 My wife, Betty is one of 343 
volunteers for Allina Hospice, where she 
may give rides, read to clients, clean, cook, 
play cards, or visit with them, depending on 
their needs.  One of the purposes of 
volunteering for hospice is not only to serve 
the client that needs you, but also to give 
respite time for the family.  It is a privilege 
to serve people; they become part of our 
lives. 
 In Ramsey there are 16 volunteer 
Reserve Police officers who have important 
roles to play for the police and for us.  They 
ride along as well as observe and report.  
They help with community activities where 
there is extra security needs.  Some of our 
police departments also have Explorer 
programs for high school age students that 
want to volunteer their time or may be 
interested in becoming officers.  Our police 
officers themselves give many hours of 
time yearly.  Our Anoka County fire 
departments are volunteers; they are paid, 
but spend untold volunteer hours training 
and serving our communities in many 
ways. 
 There are so many areas to give of 
your time: libraries, Meals on Wheels, 
hospitals, schools, churches, local 
government, many organization are 
dependent on volunteer help.  These 
volunteers save many tax dollars. 
 I spent almost 20 years on the 
Ramsey Fire Board or Public Safety Board 
and in that time, the Ramsey Lions donated 
thousands of dollars of equipment to the 
Ramsey Fire Department.  One expensive 
tool was ‘Jaws of Life’ to extricate the 
injured from car crashes saving many lives 
over the years since.   This is just one of 
many tools and equipment they have given 
and the Lions, too, are volunteers. 
 Volunteers are the lifeblood of 
organizations like ACHS.  We could not do 
what we do without the countless hors of 
volunteer support we received from people 
like you.  Thank you! 
 So when you see these folks out in 
the community giving of themselves, let 
them know you appreciate their efforts to 
make our world a better place. 

History Center News is published 
by the Anoka County Historical 
Society six times yearly as a 
member benefit. 
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 The Story of an Artifact  

A Can of Green Ink 
 

     The story told by 
a leftover and dried 
out can of ink would 
not seem important 
in the grand scheme 
of things, but for 
those who read the 
Circulating Pines 
newspaper, that 
green ink was as 
identifiable as a 
name badge. 

     For 50+ years, the small, community newspaper from 
Circle Pines printed its logo on stationary, newspapers, 
signs, and advertising with its signature pine trees printed in 
this bright green ink.  The dried out ink can, along with 
many other things,  were donated to ACHS when the 
Circulating Pines ceased publication to make certain that 
even though the paper was no longer in publication, its story 
would not be forgotten. 
     The first edition of the Circle Pines community 
newspaper was printed in January of 1951.  It was a four-
page news sheet run off on a mimeograph machine and 
there were 100 copies. 
     The decision to have a community newspaper came from 
the residents of Circle Pines.  Their first village clerk, 
Andrew Gibas had been sending post cards to the residents 
informing them of meetings, agendas, and other community 
information.  When these notices no longer fit on a 
postcard, a group of citizens got together with the idea of 
creating their own newspaper.  The postmistress, Fylla 
Peterson, paid for the postage to mail that first edition of the 
paper in 1951. 
     With a warm reception and success for the little 
newspaper, the editors decided to ask people to vote on a 
name for it.  A slate of five names were presented, but not 
one vote came in.  Grace Gibas had jokingly suggested 
Circulating Pines and when no one voted, she voted and the 
winning name—by the single vote cast—was Circulating 
Pines. 

     In 1953, the 
newspaper had an 
office in the Circle 
Court apartment 
building with 

Andrew Gibas and Sarah Cunningham as co-editors.  A 
resident of Circle Pines, Richard Delano, printed the paper 
at his Minneapolis printing business. 
     The next year, the newspaper was incorporated as a non-
profit.  Any money made by the little paper was to be 
donated to a local charity, but Andrew Gibas said that was 
very seldom an issue as the paper rarely even covered its 
own expenses.  Profits had been expected with advertising 

from businesses in the growing community, but when that 
did not happen, Andrew and Grace paid bills out of their 
own pockets. 
     In 1957, the Pines bought a Harris Offset printing press 
and brought the actual production of the newspaper back to 
Circle Pines.  The press brought in more income by taking 
in other print jobs from the community.  The offices moved 
to the Midland Cooperative building and in 1958, Andrew 
and Grace Gibas became the co-editors.  The Pines then 
became a “legal newspaper,” a status that allowed them to 
print legal notices for the city and school district. 
     Income from printing legal notices was never a 
significant source of revenue as Andrew and Grace Gibas 
kept the editorial attitude of the paper quite aggressive and 
liberal.  That kind of reporting did not always win the 
Circulating Pines friends in the political circles of the 
community and legal notices were printed in other 
newspapers. 
     The Pines offices moved again in 1965 and they set up 
their presses at 9201 Lexington Avenue.  There it remained 
until the last issue rolled off the presses. 
     By the 1990s, publication of the Circulating Pines 
became even more challenging.  The community was 
changing and large chain stores were replacing small, 
cooperative-minded stores.  The big chains didn’t place ads 
in small papers with limited circulation.   
     Compounding the problem were the editorial stands 
taken by the Pines.  The Gibas’ believed their liberal ideals 
alienated some readers and potential advertisers as Andrew 
and Grace stayed true to the cooperative community ideals, 
even when the community left its cooperative roots behind.   
     Competition from free, regional 
shopper-oriented newspapers added to 
the difficulties of the Circulating 
Pines. 
     Age, too, began to play a part as 
both Andrew and Grace were in their 
80s.   
     Several attempts were made to 
save the little paper by selling it, but 
no buyer could be found who was 
willing to take on a business that 
rarely even made enough to cover its 
own expenses.  On December 29, 
1994, the last edition of the 
Circulating Pines was printed.  The 
equipment was sold at auction and 
back issues of the papers were 
archived at the Anoka County and 
Minnesota Historical Societies.  
Additional artifacts, including an old 
can of their signature green ink, were 
donated to ACHS to tell the story of 
the Circulating Pines.  It is currently 
featured in the Tell Me a Story exhibit at ACHS. 

The dried out can of green ink from the 
Circulating Pines. 

The pressroom sign 

One stack of bound issues 
of the Circulating Pines. 
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We Meant Well… 
Caring for scrapbooks and photo albums. 
 

 Preserving family photos is nothing new, people have 
been saving their photos since photography was first made 
available.  How to preserve those photos has changed and not 
always for the better. 
 Remember those old photo albums of the first half of the 
1900s?  The ones with the black pages and photos held in with 
photo corners?  Those were hard to use because pencils or pens 
didn’t show up on the black paper, so we wrote on the photos if we 
wrote any identification at all.  The corners dried out and fell off as 
the pages were turned so the photos often slipped out, got lost, or 
folded into the binding.  If we didn’t use corners, glue on the back 
of the photo held it in place.  The photos also suffered from the acid 
filled black paper and the constant friction of the photos and 
corners on the facing page.  Glued photos got the friction too, plus 
the added damage caused by glues and tapes eating through the 
paper or discoloring the photos.  Glues and tapes can also make a 
photo brittle so that it breaks or the layers of emulsion separate. 
 We knew those old black pages were not the best, so when 
a new kind of photo album came along in the 1960s, we started 
using those wonderful magnetic pages with the clear plastic cover!  
No more photos sliding out to be lost, no more friction rubbing off 
the faces, places to write!  These were wonderful! 
 Or so we thought.  At the time, we thought we were doing 
good by our photos, but we really had not done any better and in 
some cases, even worse than the old black pages. 
 The “magnetic” pages were acidic cardboard paper coated 
with a glue and wrapped in a clear plastic sheet that peeled back to 
allow photos to be put on the glue, then covered over again with the 
plastic.  Time is not kind to these pages.  The glue and paper often 
turns a dark brown, especially along the edges where dirt and air 
have a chance to get in.  The glue is the worst part; it can destroy 
the color in photographs, make the paper brittle and, worst of all, 
refuse to come off the photo.  That means when you try to take it 
out, the photo is stressed or torn. 

 But if you can’t take it out and leaving it in continues to 
compound the damage, what do we do?  Here are a few tips anyone 
can use to preserve their photos. 
¨ If you have the old black page albums and you can safely 

remove the photos, do so.  Store them in the photo-safe plastic 
page protectors available at retailers like Archivers.  Read the 
labels to be sure the pages are safe for photographs and do not 
contain vinyl.  There are many safe page protector products 
and most no longer contain vinyl, but check before buying.  
Vinyl is very bad for photographs!  It emits a gas that will 
break down the emulsion of photographs and destroy them. 

¨ Be sure you transfer any information about the photo to its new 
enclosure. 

¨ If you cannot remove the photos, put a sheet of acid free paper 
between the pages to prevent them from rubbing against each 
other.   

¨ If you have photos in the magnetic pages, carefully peel the 
plastic away and hope the glue has dried out so you can lift the 

photo out easily.  Flex the page slightly to crack the glue if 
necessary.  If the glue is still tight, put the page in the freezer 
long enough to get it really cold, take it out and quickly flex it 
just enough to get the frozen glue to crack.  This will often get 
enough loose to remove the photo.  If glue stays on the back, 
leave it there.  There is no safe “home remedy” you can use to 
get it off.  Put the photo into a page protector immediately to 
be sure it doesn’t stick to something else when the glue gets 
warm.  It’s ALWAYS better to leave a photo in a sticky 
album than damage it by trying to remove it.  Scan a copy 
and make a digital back up. 

¨ Be sure to transfer any information about the photo to its new 
enclosure. 

¨ NEVER use tape or glue on 
original photos.  Make a 
good copy, put your tape or 
glue on that, and put the 
original safely away. 

¨ Keep your photo albums and 
scrapbooks in a climate 
controlled space.  Think of 
them as Grandma.  You 
wouldn’t keep her in a hot 
attic, a frozen storage shed, or 
a humid basement for years, would you?!  A closet with stable 
humidity and temperature and away from constant light is the 
best place for your old photos—and Grandma. 

¨ DIGITAL photos present a whole new set of problems that 
don’t involve glue, but can take away your photos even faster.  
Technology is changing so fast, it is hard to keep up, but it is 
vital that you always upgrade your digital photos to whatever 
the newest media is for storing them.  If you don’t move them 
from the floppy disk they were first stored on and the new 
computer doesn’t read those files, your photos are gone!   

¨ All digital media has a shelf life.  CDs, DVDs, thumb drives, 
photo cards, and whatever comes next, have life spans that are 
affected by the quality of manufacturing, temperature, 
moisture, handling, dust and finger oils.  ALWAYS  keep a 
backup of your photos in case what you are using goes bad.  
One study by the Smithsonian suggested CD rot can start 
within 15 years even when the CD is stored under good 
conditions.  Thumb drives and cards get dirty or wear out from 
use.  How many times have you moved that card from your 
camera to your computer and back again in the past six 
months?  Another good idea is to keep a backup of all your 
photos in another location in case you have a disaster in your 
home.  New technologies and the internet are making changes 
in this area, allowing storage in a virtual world.  Do your 
homework on any site you might choose for this to be sure it is 
going to be there if you need it.  

¨ IDENTIFY the photos.  Digital cameras and computers will 
often date stamp a photo for you, but img673.jpg really doesn’t 
do your daughter’s graduation justice.  Rename the file or 
create a folder for all the photos of that event and give it basic 
identifying information— “Sally Olson graduation 2012”.   
Even better is to add a text file to that same folder with a 
written description of who, what, when, where, and why the 
photos in that folder were taken.  You could even add scans of 
newspaper reports of the event, invitations, and more to make 
it almost a digital scrapbook file.  More is always better in that 
file!! 

 

 If you need more information on preserving photographs, 
call ACHS, 763-421-0600. 

The glue turns brown, collects dirt, and can cause a color shift in photos. 

It is easy to see the tape damage 
on this photo. 
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2011 Holiday Ornament from Andover 
 

 The lack of snow didn’t dampen the spirits of those 
gathered on December 6th when the artist and officials from 
Andover presented the 2011 Holiday ornament to ACHS.  
Unfortunately, this traditional first Tuesday in December was 
also the night of Andover’s City Council meeting, so they were 
not able to attend—but since their meeting included the “Truth in 
Taxation” hearings, everyone was confident the Mayor and 
Council members would have much rather been with ACHS! 
 Earl Makinen cut the shape of the city from plastic and 
Cindy DeRuyter designed and painted it.  Each of her images 
depict something of Andover life—farming, bike trails, wet 
lands, athletic fields, and even the folklore about the train wreck 
that supposedly gave Andover its name (it didn’t!)  Thank you to 
Andover for providing this one-of-a-kind ornament for the 
county tree. 

The 2011 ornament from Andover. 

 The stacks of grass bundles were fed into a hay 
press and bound into 200 pound bales.  Once the ground 
was frozen, loads of these bales were hauled to the railroad 
for shipping to St. Paul. 
 Wire grass needed moist, swampy land on which to 
grow.  Ditching efforts in Anoka County for roads and other 
projects in the early 1900s began to drain the wetlands and 
the wire grass no longer flourished.  Competition from 
imports available after WWI made the grass in Anoka 
County unprofitable and operations had completely ceased 
by 1920.  The Crex Carpet Company let most of the land in 
Anoka County go back for non-payment of taxes.  Much of 
the area that once was wire grass land is now the Carlos 
Avery Wildlife Management Center. 
 Recently, one of our members, Ken DuFresne, 
brought his family scrapbooks for help preserving the 
photos and clippings.  He had family members who worked 
in the wire grass fields and one scrapbook was filled with 
images of the wire grass operations.   

 Ken allowed ACHS to make scanned copies of the 
photos and share them with researchers and patrons.  We all 
benefit from the current technology that allows family 
photos to be preserved and shared in more than one 
location!  All of the photos used in this article are from Ken 
DuFresne’s family albums. 

Family Photographs and Wire Grass 
Continued from page 1 

As tractors became available, they were put to use in the wire grass 
fields.  This is a steam powered tractor. 

A better look at a gleaner. 

A rail car filled with wire grass ready to ship to St. Paul.  The 
nearest rail station for the company was in Forest Lake. 
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 Up To Date 
Announcements and News 

� Just a reminder that the January 12 and February 13 ACHS 
Board of Directors meetings will be at 6:00 p.m.  All meetings 
are held at the History Center.  Board meetings are open to the 
public and everyone is welcome. 

Dolly & Me Teas featured a skit 
from the 30s Elaine Koehn, Volunteer Coordinator 
 

 The teas this December took a little different 
approach this time to help the girls understand what life was 
like during the Great Depression.  A skit, written by Sara 
Given, ACHS volunteer, focused on the 1930s.  The setting 
was a farm house in Anoka County in 1934, just before 
Christmas.  Starring in the skit, was Helen, played by Laura 
Steblay and Darlene Bearl; Mother, played by Megan Steblay 
and Anna Kirchner; and the younger Helen played by Maria 
Bell.  These volunteers did a wonderful job illustrating for the 
girls, their mothers and grandmothers how difficult times 
were in the 1930s, but how they kept their standards high and 
taught children strong values, passing on a priceless heritage. 
 Sara used a cookbook Stories and Recipes of the 
Great Depression of the 1930’s written by Rita Van Amber, a 
gift from Sara’s grandmother, as a resource to write the skit.  
The book includes stories, Shirley Temple dolls, and Walt 
Disney characters such as Mortimer Mouse (whose name was 
changed to Mickey) endearing him to children even more.  
Survival tactics taught the children early to dig deep to find 
the best in themselves.  The girls were right at their mothers’ 
sides observing and learning how to put nourishing meals on 
the table, to reuse old clothing to make baby clothes or lining 
for mittens, and grandpa’s worn out socks became long, warm 
cuffs for those mittens.  Old clothing was carefully recycled 
and all the bits and pieces were put to good use.   
 The girls loved the fast paced interaction the skit 
provided.  Even the smallest girl (only three years old) 
understood times were hard and people used what they had to 
survive.  She said, “They were very poor, but they had a good 
Christmas” when I asked what she thought it was like long 
ago. 
 Before tea was served, we decorated angels and stars 
with glitter and tinsel under the capable guidance of 
volunteers Carolyn Waataja, MaDonna Mochinski, Annabelle 
Huffman, Dianne Pederson, Kelsey Jopp,  and Monique 
Walraven.  The little girls were proud of their work and had 
fun creating their special decoration without totally ruining 
their Christmas dresses.   
 At tea time, each little girl selected a special tea cup 
and saucer for their mother, grandmother and themselves.  All 
enjoyed tea or apple juice and of course one or two sugar 
cubes.  All the girls’ names went in a basket and two 
delighted little girl’s names were drawn to win an outfit for 
their dolls.  These outfits are sewn and donated by volunteers 
for the Dolly and Me Teas.  We could not offer these 
programs without the support and dedication of the wonderful 
volunteers here at ACHS.  WE APPRECIATE YOU! 

“ Body” Building Workshop!  
 

 No, not that kind of body building!  This kind uses 
a special foam and lots of hot glue! 
 Join the fun of learning to create customized dress 
forms for any garment while actually building a form for a 
garment in the ACHS textile collection.  Participants will 
make a form for one of the selected garments from the 
collection that will be featured in an upcoming exhibit.   
 All tools will be provided. Participants need to be 
able to stand while cutting form with sharp knives.  All 
instruction will be provided, so you don’t need to know 
anything in advance and you do NOT need any skills in 
sculpting! 
 We’ll provide a light lunch around noon to keep 
your strength up!  
 This workshop is a volunteer opportunity and a 
chance to learn to do something new.  After all, who else 
do you know that can build a body in a single day?!  
 Call Elaine at 763-421-0600 to sign up or talk with 
Vickie if you have more questions. 

     Did you send ACHS a copy of your 
2011 Christmas Letter for the collection?  
This collection continues every year, so 
add your letter to help us record these 
family histories.  Mail or email your 
letters to ACHS.  Call 763-421-0600 if 
you have questions. 

ACHS Board Elections in March 
 

 Have you thought about how you might help 
the business end of keeping local history?  Or how 
your talents and contacts might benefit the Anoka 
County Historical Society?  The annual election of 
board officers for ACHS is coming in March and we 
are looking for candidates willing to serve on the 
governing body of our organization.  The board meets 
once a month, but is active in many other aspects of 
the museum, library and archives. 
 This is a wonderful opportunity to find out 
what happens “behind-the-scenes” at the History 
Center in addition to the satisfaction of serving local 
history. 
 Call Executive Director Todd Mahon to find 
out more about the Board’s vital role at ACHS.   
763-421-0600 
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 Contributions & New Members — Thank you 
(All lists are current to December 30, 2011) 
 

DONATIONS 
Julian Andersen Family 
Jan & Jim Anderson 
LaVerne Anderson 
Anonymous 
James & Molly Bauer 
Darlene Caswell 
Jeannine Chamberlain 
Mary Chamberlain 
D.A.R., Anoka Chapter 
Betty Erickson 
John & Alice Ganter 
Janet Hall 
Karen Hand 
David Hoagland 
Russell Jongewaard 
Jeorgette & Jeff Knoll 
Melvin L. Larson Jr. 
David & Donna Legrid 
Shirley Lynch 
Pam Mahon 
Arlene Mootz 
Beverly Olson 
Roger & Avis Oppegard 
Dianne Pederson 
Charles Porter 
Eugene & Anna Rafferty 
Eileen Rathbun 
William & Virginia Ridge 
Terry Scott 
Gary & Ann Steen 
Nicole Theis-Mahon 
Shirley Thompson 
Barb Thurston & Joey Norton 
Catherine Vesley 
Ron & Vickie Wendel 
Peter Wojciechowski 
 
EMPLOYEE MATCH  
Ameriprise Financial/Dan Frank 
 
IN-KIND DONATIONS  
(SOCK HOP) 
Anoka County Vietnam Veterans 
 
MEMORIALS & HONORS  
In Memory of Allen Sorteberg 
   From Linda & Miles Robertson, Gary & 
Pat Sorteberg, and Mark & Ann Sorteberg 
 

In Memory of Vera Larsen 
   From Dottie Carlson 
 

In Memory of Donna Phillips 
   From Dottie Carlson 
 

In Honor of Vickie Wendel 
   From Janet Wilcox 
 
 

 
 

ARTIFACT DONORS  
Anoka Halloween Committee 
Binie Bertils 
Columbia Heights Library 
Don Johnson 
Bob LaBrec 
Andro Menter 
Janet Nelson 
Philolectian Society 
Herman Ridge 
 
 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
Kathy Carlson, Coon Rapids 
Arlene Mootz, Anoka 
Al & Betty Pearson, Ramsey 
Skip Rither, Andover 
Sally Wendel, Blaine 
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Judge James Gibbs, who died September 3, 2011.  The Judge was a friend and  
member of ACHS. 
 

Josiah Abeler, who died September 15, 2011.  Josiah was the son of members 
Jim and Barb Abeler. 
 

Odean Olson, who died September 15, 2011.  He was a member of ACHS and 
supporter of local history. 
 

Allen Sorteberg, who died October 27, 2011.  He was a member and supporter 
of ACHS, and he loved the Home and Garden tour. 
 

Nick Cenaiko, Sr., who died December 15, 2011.  Nick was a former Anoka 
County Commissioner. 

Give to the Max Day! 
 

 Were you part of this incredible day of 
giving?  Non-profit organizations across 
Minnesota were the beneficiaries of more the 
$13 million donated during this one special day 
of focused giving. 
 ACHS was the recipient for generous 
donations through the GiveMN website.  This is 
the second year ACHS has been involved with 
the GiveMN and our members are catching on 
to how easy and secure donating online can be.  
The number of donors more than doubled this 
year and they were very generous! 
 We appreciate these special donations 
and value each of our friends who support us 
with their time, talents and resources. 
 Remember you can donate to ACHS—
or many other charities— anytime through the 
GiveMN website.  It’s easy, secure, and fast. 
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 Coming Events 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

January – March    Faces of Anoka County Lobby Exhibit  
      (Anoka County History Center and Library.)  Selected images from the collections of ACHS are displayed in the lobby of the 
History Center and highlight some of the many faces of people who have called this place home. 
 

January 14, 2:00 pm   Fact, Folklore and FABRICation 
     (Northtown Library, 711 County Road 10, Blaine)  How much do we really know about the history and traditions of making?  So 
many stories have been handed down, but they don’t always hold up under a close look at history.  Find out some of the real stories 
behind what we all thought we knew about this history of quilt design and construction.  This event is FREE and funded by the 
Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. 
 

January 21, 10:30am-3:00pm  “Body” Building Workshop!  
      (Anoka County History Center and Library.)  Join the fun of learning to create customized dress forms for any garment while 
actually building a form for a garment in the ACHS textile collection.  This workshop is a volunteer opportunity and a chance to learn 
to do something new!  See page 6 for more details. 
 

January 24, 7:00 pm   Journey Down the Mississippi with Doug Oman  
      (Anoka County History Center and Library.)  Doug will highlight the many points of interest in the rivers’ upper reaches. This 
journey will take you from northern Minnesota to the Twin Cities. Doug has explored much of the rivers history, culture and of course 
beauty through his photography and personal stories.  FREE 
 

February 11, 10:30 –1:30  Civil War “Winter Camp” 
      (Centennial Library/Circle Pines City Hall, 100 Civic Center Drive, Circle Pines)  Civil War reenactors will set up a winter camp 
and share with visitors how soldiers from Anoka County spent their winter days in camp.  A special traveling exhibit from ACHS 
featuring Anoka County soldiers is part of this event.  This event is FREE and funded by the Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage 
Fund. 


